Simplified Meaning

Traditional Pronunciation Comments Colloquial Name
Variants Examples
A A 1 human, person, people
ren2  S{IR{LE Note similarity with /\, which means eight. A ([) » AFEL ()
O O mouth, opening
koud HETAEA Note similarity with [, which always encloses characters, and means enclosure. A3
T T earth tu3 TEHh B b Note similarity with @, which has a longer upper stroke and shorter bottom one, and means scholar. 121
woman, female nv3  WFEIAHER TFE
ik ik t,  heart xinl  tEHERE BSE (1) 0 OFE (L) 0 BOE ()
F F ¥, 7 hand shou3 #FEITIRiH RFEE (5) , FFL (7)), FFF (F)
sun, day ri4 B & AR Note similarity with El, which is broader and lower, and means to say. Also note B which means white.
H¥F%E
A A moon, month  yue4  HRREFAA This radical is actually two: moon A and meat B, but in modern Chinese, they look the same in most cases.,
AF%E
PN PN tree mu4  tRABIERK Note similarity with X, which means grain. RFE
p p K, K water shui3  skiki@FD Note similarity with ~, which means ice. KEFESES (K), Z5K (7)), BFEK CK)
X PN fire huo3  KTRERLE KFFE (K) , ERE ()
5 g % silk (mi4) LB wss (2) o MIISE (&)
- - Yp grass cao3 TEEEEXR Note that when the radical is on top, the traditional variant has four strokes. BEFI ()
i g = speech yan2 PRI, EFE (1)
i i i walk (chuo4) W& &I EFz%E (L)
£ & & gold, metal jinl SRS ks EFE (§)

100 Most Common Radicals
Sourced from Hacking Chinese website - http://www.hackingchinese.com/ Page 1 of 6



Simplified Meaning

Traditional Pronunciation Comments Colloquial Name
Variants Examples

1) 1) 7 knife, sword daol SEIEIFIXI Note similarity with 73, which means force. ;A% (), AFE (7))

r'ﬂ r'ﬂ roof (mian2) SFREFE Note similarity with —, which means cover, and with =, which means lid. ES-DN

n =] shell bei4 485 6757 G Note similarity with Ifl,, which means to see. st

— — one yil =HEEX -

bl bl power, force  li4 Hmenf 5B Note similarity with 71, which means knife. NFSE

X X right hand youd RERZEKR XFE

] ] PN dog (quan3) JLIEFAERFE Note similarity with X, which means big. RX%E (1), RFFE (K)

* * grain (he) FFEFNE Note similarity with A&, which means tree. RAKSE

. . il bamboo zhu2 SKEHEE TEkL (IrEk)

L=} L=} insect chong2 s@¥hLEE N Even though this radical means insect, it's used for many organisms which aren't insects according to our
taxonomy. RFE

B B left mound, dam (fud)  BHFEFERER Note that there are two radicals which look like this. On the left, it means mound, dam, and on the right, it
means city. BET] (EE7N)

X X big, very da4 RRRAFE XFE (L)

I I house on cliff ~ guang3 [ T EEEEE Note similarity with |, which means cliff (i.e. without the house). |~ ¢35

H H field tian2 EERER H¥F3%E

=] =] m eye mu4  EREEFEMEE Note that the horizontal version can also mean net. B¥3% (H) , m¥Fk (™)

A A stone shi2  FEOERERE RS BF%E
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Traditional Pronunciation Comments Colloquial Name
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% % K clothes yil MR B R Note similarity with %, which means sign, show or spirit. KFE (%)

2 2 ¥ foot zu2 05 R BR BR et

1= B horse ma3  fg75 g 55

I ] leaf yed  IAEHTHIH F55

h h turban, scarf  (jinl)  TfAwEIKIE =35

¥ ¥ rice mi3 A ik KFE

7= B cart, vehicle chel  FERZERH; EF55

AN I\ eight bal  AfplUzit Note similarity with A, which means human, person. NFE (L)

F F corpse shii. REEREE Note similarity with /=, which means door, family. Pk

~T ~T thumb, inch cund  SFEEHT St

b L mountain shanl BB HEZ WFsE k)

& & * knock, tap (pul)  UkEh iR Note similarity with %, which means to walk (slowly). RXE (8) , BHRXE (X)
% % (small) step (chi2) fRIBEEME Note similarity with { , which means human, person. MAZE

+ + ten shiz iR +F% k)

I I work gongl ZiI4IT5L) IF%E

A A square, raft fangl WRIEHE HFE

' P gate men2 (& A [ A 5] WEZH

¥ g B eat, food shi2  IRIRIRIETE BRFE
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Simplified Meaning

Traditional Pronunciation Comments Colloquial Name
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xR xR lack, yawn giand  YRERAIZKEK RFE
JL JL human, legs er2 TTEERFE Note similarity with A, which means human, person, and with /\ which means eight. JLEE
v v ice bing1l BRI FmK
F F child, seed zi3 FEEERE FFE
- - sickness (ned) JRIEITIUE RFE
® ® (short-tailed) bird
(zhuil) #E&ExEHEE EFE
Fr r axe (inl)  FR#FRWTIEAT s
-+ -+ lid (tou2) TXHE Note similarity with =, which means roof, and — which means cover. Rk

x x * jade, king

=i =i white
hva hva stand, erect
* * # > % gheep
B B stopping
- - cover
I I cliff
dish

yu4, wang2
EFFEEY
bai2 K 2RE
li4 BRI
yang2 FEfEEFEEE
(gend) TRIREMRIR

(mi4)

A

Bk
(hand) EIRFTM

(Min3) #xIsHHpkeE

This radical is %, but when in composition, it looks like E, king, and is probably more easily
remembered like that. EF5E

+
o

I
i
ot

Note similarity with B, which means sun.

<t

AN B
GO B U
o

=
4
o

Note similarity with =, which has ha house on top (the dot).
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Traditional Pronunciation Comments Colloquial Name
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F4 % N sign, spirit, show
shi4  FEHRRLOIEE Note similarity with %, which means clothes. RFE
7 7 cave xued  ZEEIZIE NEE
E FE run, walk zoud EHEHERE EFE
53] 5] rain yu3 EEREEE MFk
(] (] enclosure (wei2) [BI[E R K H Note similarity with B, which does not enclose other components and means mouth. EF1E
U\ i\ v small xiao3 D E KD INFFE ()
x x halberd (gel) R LR XF=E
i i table ji1 ZATLRL IR
& & tongue she2  ELEIEEE EFE
¥ ¥ dry ganl FHFRE FF35
-3 -3 weapon (shul) ER& %A% ZFE
4 4 evening, sunset xil NERES Y7
1 1 stop zhi3  IELkBFEL 1755
¥ ¥ 4, “= cow niv2  EYERSH FE L)
374 374 skin pi2 e 182 S BRI RF3E
= = ear er3  ERHHAREHL BE¥5
3 3 bitter xinl  EREERPIEy EFE
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Bleft [Bleft & city (yid) BARFRERER D Note that there are two radicals which look like this. On the left, it means mound, dam, and on the right, it
means city. BET] (BEN)

[ii] [ii] wine (you3d) FEEEEERRE BFE

' ' green/blue qingl 1HEIEEIE BEFE

5 1= bird niao3 YNGR Y 555

= = bow gongl 5lky5EEss B

N N private sil NEERT hFE

= = P door, house hu4 MEFRFE Note similarity with 7, which means corpse. A

¥ ¥ feather yu3 S ES R PIFSH

it it boat chuan2 #%fa it ftF3%

2 2 village, mile li3 HFESHE B¥E

t t spoon (bi3) RELLALIRE LF3E

K K go (slowly) (suil) HBIFEEEE Note similarity with 4, which means to knock, to rap. =

I, = see jiand  WELCOIR G Note similarity with I, which means shell HFE

n n seal (ie2) EENHENENE HHT]

m m P net wang3 Z5TEEJRE Note that the horizontal version can also mean net gL ()
scholar shia  FHIgLE Note similarity with £, which means earth. TF=E
embrace, wrap (baol) @7HA4 BFk
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